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Last year, the British Museum in London staged a landmark exhibition, Indigenous Australia: Enduring
Civilisation. The exhibition presented the deep history of Indigenous Australia through the Museum’s
extensive collections of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander objects complemented by some contemporary
artworks. Ongoing sensitivities about the ways in which the Museum’s collections were acquired during the
colonial period contributed to repeated calls for the return of certain items. Other Indigenous spokespeople
took a different view. They stressed the value of museum collections for recuperating diverse histories of
Indigenous people, including earlier visionary engagements with Britain and the world. This paper uses the
exhibition and the issues it raised to reflect more broadly on things, people and histories in transit
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