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Transverse vectors: Tracing Australian literature and culture in the world: An effort to reposition
Australian literature and culture within world paradigms has been ongoing for more than twenty years.
This paper argues that, in the contemporary moment, this effort can be concentrated in two telling areas,
both of which draw out distinctive and transverse vectors of comparison. What is required is firstly a greater
focus on deep time, longer histories and pre-settlement cultures, in which a re-reading of the imperial
archive more actively against itself can foreground and respect First Nations voices speaking both on
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country and in sovereignty. Trans-indigenous vectors are powerfully revealing, moving outside the
determining boundaries of colonial cartography. Secondly, a critical method of comparison needs not just
more informed attention to analogous Anglophone settler literatures, but also to contexts where obvious
differences can hide expressive connections. Tracking Australia’s cultural reception beyond the Anglophone
world, to short-circuit the influence of the metropoles, can allow alternative canons to move into view,
through which much of the dominant national narrative is refracted and reformed, often in unexpected
ways. This summative paper seeks ways forward that can enable productive comparative frames into the
future.
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“Writing Out of Place: Settler Fantasy and Australian Children’s Theatre”

“Considering that the concept of children’s theatre as such is only about 60 years old, there is no
such thing as a ‘tradition’ which could be followed or reacted against, and the Australian theatre is therefore
free to solve its own problems in its own way.”

Margot Luke reviewing a production of Dorothy Hewett’s Golden Valley in Fremantle Arts Review, April
1987, p12.

This comment, from a review of a production of Dorothy Hewett’s most successful play for children, Golden
Valley, exemplifies how Australian children’s theatre has been conceived as an open field for creativity. And
Hewett’s magical script offered much more to its young audiences than had previously been available. Her
musical play centres on a white Australian family of characters who transform into native animals at night.
It features a shape-shifting Indigenous boy who acts to save the young white Australian heroine, as well as
a feral cat witch who can fly, lyrical songs and a chase scene through the audience.

Acclaimed as “enchanting” and awarded an AWGIE, it was seen as a breakthrough in the genre, and
particularly for its creation of an Australian “mythology” that did not “degrade” or appropriate Indigenous
forms. In its quest for a form of ethical settler belonging, Hewett’s play is typical of the postcolonial
endeavours of the 1980s but has not been performed since. Reconsidering it now allows us to employ
contemporary decolonising lenses to examine attempts by Australian and other settler nations to write
fantastical or mythic scripts for children that are yet grounded in place.
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AUKUS & 7052 (The AUKUS and its implications)
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Professor Frank Bongiorno (ANU),
“The Roots of Australian Navalism: AUKUS and Political History”

Much of the rhetoric that has accompanied AUKUS has emphasised its ground-breaking character.
AUKUES, it is argued, is a response to novel circumstances such as a new aggression on the part of the
Chinese government, a deficiency in the ‘Defence of Australia’ doctrine’s focus on continental security, the
rise of an Indo-Pacific community, and the redundancy of old submarine technologies. Instead, I argue here
that AUKUS is only comprehensible in the context of a political history of Australia and its place in the
world stretching back to the colonial era. It is the latest expression of a sense of Australian strategic
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vulnerability as a ‘western’ or ‘European’ democracy in an Asian world, and of a fear that, without stringent
efforts to bolster traditional alliances, the country would find itself abandoned, isolated and alone. It also
reprises an Australian navalism of the early twentieth century, one that found expression in the formation
of the Royal Australian Navy and in ambitious plans for public expenditure and development of naval assets
in defence of White Australia — but in a way that would facilitate its integration within a wider British
imperial effort. That earlier navalism, like AUKUS, had support across the political parties of the day —
Labor and Liberal — and it grappled with the balancing of independence within alliance. If the modern
concept of the Anglosphere underpins AUKUS, we need also to recognise the way it reprises long-standing
conceptions of Australia as part of an Anglo-Saxon political community that sometimes included the United
States, and at other times sought to imitate it through schemes for imperial federation. The argument here
is not so much that AUKUS is nostalgic but that it reflects continuities in Australian identity that decades
of official multiculturalism and Asian engagement have modified without dissolving.

Emeritus Professor Hugh White (ANU),
“AUKUS and the search for Australia’s next submarine”

Two separate impulses have coalesced to produce Australia’s decision to collaborate with America
and Britain to acquire nuclear powered submarines [SSNs] under AUKUS. One impulse has deep roots
in Australia’s history and identity as an ‘Anglo-Saxon’ nation. This will be explored and explained by my
colleague Prof Bongiorno. The other impulse, much narrower and more specific, arises from the imperative
to replace Australia’s current Collins-class submarines as they approach the end of their service life. Since
the mid 2000s it has been assumed that the new subs would need to be markedly more capable than the
Collins, to meet more demanding operational requirements over coming decades. In particular, it has been
assumed that the new subs need to operate alongside USN subs in a war with China, rather than operating
independently in the direct defence of Australia, as the Collins boats were designed to do. This has led to
the search for a larger design, with longer range, greater speed, more stealth, and more weapons, but it was
also assumed that the boat should be conventionally powered. Such a design has proved impossible to find.
After several false starts [including a proposal to buy a variant of Japan’s Soryu-class] and many delays,
Australia reached agreement on buying a conventionally-powered version of a French SSN, the Suffren-
class. That project proved very problematic, and as its difficulties mounted the government looked for a way
out. It decided to abandon the French program in favour of acquiring SSNs under AUKUS. Now, with
the announcement in March of the details of the AUKUS program, it is clear that this too is a very risky
and expensive way to acquire submarines. Indeed there is a real chance that the project will fail, for any
one of a number of reasons. And that raises questions about whether Australia has been trying to buy the
wrong kind of submarine, to undertake the wrong kind of operations in pursuit of the wrong strategic
objectives. I will argue that this is indeed the case.

Professor Tim Soutphommasane (Oxford),
“AUKUS and Australian multiculturalism”

The establishment of AUKUS, and the deepening of Anglosphere military cooperation, has
prompted questions about Australia’s identity and its sense of the world. For many, they signify an
Australian retreat into a historical mindset of anxiety and vulnerability. How, then, do such developments
sit alongside the regular assertions, made especially by political leaders, about Australia being a proud
multicultural nation? How can they be reconciled with the Labor government’s invocation of its
multicultural character in its recent engagement with the region and beyond? The year 2023 marks the
fiftieth anniversary of Australian multiculturalism — a nation-building project that has endured despite
periodic challenges and setbacks. While the advent of multiculturalism has been widely recognised as
recasting modern expressions of Australian national identity, the renewed enthusiasm for Anglo-American
alliances raises questions about how thoroughgoing the multicultural project has been. In this paper, I
explore the role of Australian multiculturalism in shaping policy debates. For all the discourse about a
reinvention of Australian national identity over the past five decades, Australian foreign policy appears to
have revealed the limits of multicultural diversity. The case of AUKUS may illustrate how, within the

5



Australian imagination, multiculturalism may exist more in the realm of food and dance than in the realm
of political culture. This presents a distinctive challenge to the future of Australian multiculturalism.

Professor Mie Oba (Kanagawa University),
“The impacts of AUKUS on the Indo-Pacific Regional Order”

AUKUS is a security cooperation framework launched in September 2021 by the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Australia. In mid-March 2022, the AUKUS summit was held in San Diego. It
announced the details about the cooperation within AUKUS, including the U.S. providing a nuclear
submarine to Australia by the early 2030s. Besides this, these three countries will also promote cooperation
in artificial intelligence (AI), cyber security, and quantum technology.

AUKUS and Quad are examples of a strategic partnership or minilateralism designed to respond to the
Chinese threat. While Quad is an organization that also encompasses India and is politically significant as
a strategic alliance to achieve a free and open Indo-Pacific, AUKUS, on the other hand, has a vital element
of cooperation on more specific military security issues. The AUKUS includes an element of nuclear
submarine technology licensing. Considering that the U.S. has been extremely cautious about providing
this technology to other countries, it is clear that the U.S. is taking a different approach in light of its
strategic competition with China.

It is clear that China is attempting to change the status quo in the East China Sea and the South China
Sea and is expanding its political influence over the Solomon Islands and other South Pacific island
countries, using economic support as a tool to do so, and that this is leading to changes in the existing
regional order. AUKUS has the objective of deterring these changes. While China's attempts to change the
status quo are unacceptable, it is undeniable that there are aspects of AUKUS that are intensifying strategic
competition in the region. China strongly opposes this framework. Russia, which has emphasized
cooperation with China since the Russia-Ukrainian war, has criticized this framework.

In addition, Southeast Asian countries have a mixed view of this strategic partnership. First, Indonesia and
others have expressed concern that AUKUS will encourage military expansion in the region. There is also
concern that AUKUS could undermine the nuclear nonproliferation regime in the region and the world,
which already signed a nuclear-free zone treaty in the 1990s. However, some in the Philippines and
Singapore have expressed hope that the treaty will serve as a concrete measure to check China's efforts to
change the status quo in the maritime order.

The biggest concern with AUKUS is the extent to which the projects being set forth will be implemented.
According to the plan announced at the summit above, the three countries will cooperate in designing and
constructing a new attack submarine. However, joint development of such sensitive technology will be
complex for multiple countries. Moreover, the long-term nature of the project raises the question of whether
these countries, which are democracies and require a change of government, can sustain the project with
the enormous financial burden it will entail.  Moreover, if this partnership were to falter in the process, it
would undermine the credibility of the Western alliance and could accelerate the transformation of the
regional order.
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Wang, Xuefeng (Beijing Foreign Studies University)
A Study of Unnatural Narrative in Three Australian Indigenous Novels

In recent years, indigenous writers apply more diverse and playful techniques in writing their stories.
Thus, more analytical lenses are required to appreciate their works, including one of the most exciting fields
of unnatural narratology which, to paraphrase Jan Alber, deals with stories that contain physically, logically
and humanly impossible scenarios and events. This thesis is a study of unnatural narrative in three
Australian indigenous novels, all of which demonstrate unnaturalness in their own ways, from anti-realist
characters both in Too Much Lip by Melissa Lucashenko and The Yield by Tara June Winch, to nonlinear
temporality in The Yield, and finally to anti-mimetic space in Carpentaria by Alexis Wright. It argues that
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the unnatural in Australian indigenous fiction in general serve two purposes: restoring indigenous heritage
and facilitating cross-cultural understanding. To achieve the goal, this thesis first briefly combs through the
core concepts and critical debates of unnatural narrative, explains indigenous people’s Dreaming philosophy
and its connection with the unnatural, and discusses the relativism of the unnatural when approaching a
different worldview, so as to extend and possibly revise the theory of unnatural narrative to better suit
indigenous context. It then respectively analyzes the unnatural in these three indigenous texts and explores
the history, culture and identity issue of indigenous people as showcased by the unnatural. The thesis wraps
up by pointing out the ethical and political implications of these unnatural elements.

1-2
Hu, Dan (Beijing Foreign Studies University) and Ying, Li (University of Melbourne)
Australian Studies Published in China and in Chinese: focuses and themes

China’s Australian Studies has been approached only in an historical, descriptive or interview-based
manner. While there have been observations for a long time now that research interests in China on
Australia have experienced a significant shift from literature to multi-disciplines, no statistical evidence or
research has been proposed. This paper intends to fill this gap by collecting and coding publications on
Australia in China and in Chinese and statistically prove or disprove the hypothesis that China’s Australian
Studies has grown from literature-dominated to multidisciplinary. Further, qualitative systemic review will
be conducted to supplement the above quantitive approach to paint the bigger picture: 1. Has Australian
Studies in China diversified into multi-disciplines? If so, which disciplines and to what degree? 2. What are
the focuses of research for these disciplines beyond literature, featuring what themes?
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Chen, Hong (East China Normal University)
Australia’s Invasion Narrative and its impact on the cultural policies

In history there had been an astonishing number of fiction works in Australia before and after the
confederation, inventing a narrative of invasion of Australia by Asians, which had been exploited to hype
up a “yellow peril” mythology, later to develop into extremist sentiments of racism. Such racist mindset had
persisted until the early 1970’s when multiculturalism was installed as Australia’s national policy, but
sentiments of racism have been lurking as subconscious sediments, ready to be stirred up to remerge to
threaten Australia’s cultural diversity. This paper attempts to study Australia’s early invasion narratives
as a way to understand the xenophobic mindset which led to the White Australia policy, and sometimes
could still rear up again to defy the political, social and cultural setting of multiculturalism which has been
the prevailing national policy in Australia.
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Boreqin, Subudungimuge (Beijing Foreign Studies University)
Religious beliefs or the general trend: Muslim MP who support same-sex marriage

The legalization of same-sex marriage finally came into effect in Australia on December 9, 2017 with
136 votes in favor, 4 votes against, and 9 abstentions. The 136 yes votes of course included one for Labor
frontbencher Ed Husic, who was reported in May 2015 as "Labor frontbencher Husic has become the latest
Labor MP to switch sides and support same-sex marriage, signaling growing momentum for what could be
a landmark social reform". However, Husic has not always been a supporter of legalizing same-sex marriage,
as he voted against the second reading of the Marriage Amendment Bill, introduced by Labor MP Stephan
Jones back in 2012, which meant that he was opposed to same-sex marriage. As the first Muslim member
elected to the federal parliament, according to his religious beliefs, Husic should have been one of the four
people who voted against the law. So what exactly led this Muslim MP to vote in favor of legalizing same-
sex marriage? I will analyze MP Husic's change of attitude and approach to the legalization of same-sex
marriage from three perspectives: Multireligious environment, a culturally diverse constituency and Labor
Party.
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Ka Po, Ng (BriBlsz k)
The ontology and sustainability of the QUAD

Interactions between the QUAD member states—Australia, India, Japan, and the US have evolved
and broadened from its inception in 2004 for coordinating the Indian Ocean tsunami relief operations. While
the platform looks robust and promising today, it is imperative not to forget its days in the doldrums before
being rebooted in 2017. The hiatus solicits questions critical to understanding the sustainability of the
QUAD, especially why had the four countries lost interests in it? What brought them back together? What
exactly has the QUAD been intended for? Basically, what is QUAD?
This paper argues that, before we can expect anything from the QUAD, we have to first study the nature of
QUAD. It questions whether the QUAD is a network of like-minded countries, which implies convergence
of political values and trust, or is only a convenient geopolitical conglomerate that aims to constrain China.
Of course, there are many other possibilities. But understanding the QUAD ontology should help evaluate
and predict its political impact and effectiveness.

2-4
Chen, Xi (East China Normal University)
Australian Antarctic Strategy: Development and Challenges

Due to the geographical location and unique climatic conditions, Antarctica has extremely high
scientific research, economic and strategic value. The rich mineral as well as marine biological resources
there also make the region the focus of the international political arena for quite a long time. As one of the
countries closest to the continent and the original signatories to the Antarctic Treaty, Canberra has long
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been active in exploring the region and announced its Antarctic strategy to maintain its voice in Antarctic
governance. In recent years, Australia has strengthened its Antarctic infrastructure and activities,
improved the level of Antarctic science, sought leadership in environmental management and built Hobart
into both the gateway and custodian city. However, as the geopolitical significance of this icy continent
becomes more prominent nowadays, Canberra is facing multiple challenges at home and abroad to maintain
its Antarctic status. This paper intends to analyse the Australian Antarctic strategy, explore the aims of
Australia’s activities in the region and look into the challenges faced by Canberra to develop and upgrade
its Antarctic industry.
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